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Dec. 9 

School Board 

Mtg. 7:30 p.m. 

 in ITV Room 

 

 

 

Dec. 14 

Christmas 

Concert  

7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Dec. 17 

Fall Sports 

Banquet  

7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Dec. 22 

(note change  

of date) 

Early Dismissal 

2:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Dec. 23 - Jan. 3 

NO SCHOOL 

(school resumes 

Jan. 4th) 

 

 

 

Dec. 29 & 30 

Burwell 

Basketball 

Holiday Tourney 

For the most current news and calendar,   
go to www.elgineagles.org. 

Ag Students Survey The Future  
 Allen Miller and Shane 

Vanis are learning the fine art 

and science of land surveying, 

with engineering transits, 

Philadelphia rods, tapes, and 

compass.  

 They are skilled at 

setting and leveling the transit, 

have surveyed interior and 

exterior horizontal and vertical 

angles, measured length by 

Stadia Measurement as well as 

tape.  

  Instructor Patrick 

Beres records their findings. 

 The Elgin FFA went to Impact in Stuart on November 10, 2009.  

Impact is a leadership conference that is hosted by the State FFA 

Officers.  During the workshop they broke into sessions to help them 

improve their leadership in their school, community, and FFA chapter. 

 On December 7th the Elgin FFA Chapter will be competing in 

District LSEôs in Ainsworth. LSEôs are Leadership Skills Events. At the 

LSEôs the members will compete in a variety of contests.  Some 

examples are parliamentary procedure, speaking contests, and quiz bowl.  

Then that night we will have our Winter Ceremonies at the school gym at 

7:00pm.   

 At Winter Ceremonies we will present the first year members with 

their Green Hand Degrees.  And the second year members will receive 

their Chapter Degrees. Also any of the members that competed at District 

LSEôs will present that night. 

Students Shane Vanis and Allen Miller with ag teacher, Mr. Beres. 



 By Mrs. Deb Jones 

Whether we are ready for it or not, the holiday season is upon 

us!  The students have started preparing for the Christmas 

concert, the cast for the musical is picked, costumes are getting 

put together and weôll soon be ready to perform for you. 

 

The Christmas concert is Monday, December 14th at 7:00 p.m.  

It will be held in the gym.  It would be wonderful to have a big 

audience ï there is surely some Christmas cheer to bring for all 

of you to enjoy!  The little children (Pre-school through 2nd 

grade) will be singing some familiar carols and some new 

songs with a slight twist.  The concert band and high school 

choir will perform traditional Christmas songs along with 

something new and bouncy for all to hear. 

 

Grades three ï six will be performing the musical ñThe 

Christmas Programò.  The kids at Elgin Public Schools are 

getting ready for the final show for the holidays when suddenly 

Grandma and Grandpa come early for the concert!!!  Where 

will they go and what will they do until the concert begins?  

Andéé.before the concert even starts, some bad boys cause 

all sorts of problems for their teachers.  Come find out what 

happens next.  We hope to see all of you there.  HAPPY 

HOLIDAYS!!!  

Students Meet Math 

Timed Test Goals 
 As students hear almost daily . . . 

learning the basic facts for addition, subtraction, 

multiplication, and division, makes everything else they 

do in math SO much easier!  Timed tests are a routine 

part of math studies in 4th thru 6th grade.  Fifth and sixth 

graders get 2 and a half minutes to complete about 66 

problems and fourth graders get 3 minutes. 
 Students having met their timed test goals for the 

YEAR are sixth graders:  Dylan B., Morgan, Sawyer, 

Hayden, Tiarra, Alois, and Dylan W.  Three very quick 

fifth graders have already met the yearly goal:  Jaime, 

Luke, and Kelsey.  The fourth graders are working hard 

and getting closer every day. 

 The Kindergarten, First and Second grade Art 

students have been busy learning about turkeys.  Not only 

have they been learning how to draw a turkey using shapes 

and lines but also about some of their body parts.  Did you 

know the piece of skin that hangs off the turkeyôs beak is 

called a ñsnoodò?   The skin underneath is the ñwattleò.   

Check out the school website to see pictures of their tur-

keys.  More will be added as they finish. 

Colby adds color to his turkey drawing. 

Elgin Public PASS System  
 Parents and students can access 

studentõs current grades through the 

EPS website:    
www.elgineagles.org 

Click on Schoolmaster and enter the student ID 

number and PIN.  If you have questions, please call 

the school.  

Donõt Throw Away That Empty 
Printer Cartridge! 
Bring it to school! 

Empty inkjet cartridges can be recycled and re-
manufactured. Our school will receive $2.00 for 
each cartridge turned in. 
Bring in your empty cartridges (use a Ziploc bag 
to avoid ink spills) to the office recycle bin. 

 

ACTIVITIES CALENDAR ON WEBSITE 
Do you want to know what time the concert 

starts or if the ballgames have been 

postponed?   

 

Check out the Activities Calendar on our 

website, www.elgineagles.org.  This easy-to-

use tool: 

provides up-to-date school activities and events 

allows you to view and print a daily, weekly or monthly 

list of calendar events 

includes a search option to find a specific event 

sends you e-mail reminders for events you select 



Do you search the web?  
Try using www.goodsearch.com 

for your search engine.  If you 

designate Elgin Public School 

on the opening page, we get 

paid a penny each time you 

search.  This will certainly add 

up if everyone is searching with 

goodsearch! 

 The 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th grade elementary Art students 

have been busy printmaking in November.  The first step was 

to create a design with a lot of line and pattern.  That design 

was transferred to foam board, inked and printed.  The 

students were required to print their design several times.  

They started with black ink on white paper, graduated to 

black ink on colored paper and finally could use colored ink 

on any color of paper. 

 After printing was finished they had to assess their 

prints and choose their best prints.  These prints were the 

ones that were neatly printed 

and all of the design showed.  

Those prints were set aside to 

be matted later.  The rest of the 

prints were divided into three 

categories; pretty good-prints 

that had a few, minor flaws, the 

okay prints; prints that had 

some parts that printed and 

some that didnôt, and last the 

ñit just didnôt turn outò 

category.  These were the prints that either had too much ink 

and it filled in the design or didnôt have enough ink and were 

too light. 

 The ñpretty goodò and ñokayò prints were used for 

the collage part of the project.  Students could cut them apart 

and glue them back together into a whole new design or just 

glue different colors over the original design.  They could 

draw on the design with markers or colored pencils, or they 

could use a combination of the two.  The assignment was to 

use their imagination and create something unique and 

interesting out of something that hadnôt quite turned out right. 

 Check out the website under ñAcademics-Artò to see 

the 5th Gradeôs progress.  More photos will be posted as the 

students finish the project. 

Avenley rubbing the ink into her paper. 

On a beautiful Friday 

afternoon, Elgin Public 

School hosted a Punkin 

Chunkin competition 

with Pope John.  Both 

schools, including St. 

Boniface, came out to 

watch two trebuchets 

go head to head to see 

who could launch a 10 

lb pumpkin the 

farthest.   

 

The Introduction to 

Engineering class at 

EPS had about six 

weeks to design and 

build a trebuchet.  The 

design team includes 

Devin Brown, Anthony 

Hemenway, Justin 

Kalhoff, and Justin 

Reestman.  Through 

their design research 

the students learned the difference between a catapult and a trebuchet 

and decided the trebuchet would provide the greatest launching 

power and distance.  The first design was scrapped due to 

insufficient materials but some leftover metal structures intended for 

the dump were modified for the base of the trebuchet.  Most of the 

rest of the materials came from scrap wood and iron at the studentôs 

houses or farms.  The resourcefulness of the students proved to be 

big money and time savers.  Overall the students spent less than $10 

to build their trebuchet.   

 

The Pope John trebuchet was from previous years with modifications 

for the competition.  The competition was close but Pope John 

walked away the winner this year.  All of the students involved in the 

competition learned a great deal about the design process and should 

be proud of their efforts! 


