3rd Grade Weekly Letter
Dear Parent(s):											February 2nd, 2012
Reading:  Please remember to have your child read at least 15-30 minutes from their AR books each night if possible.  I understand that everyone has many activities going on but please encourage your child to do some reading from their book when they have free time instead of TV or video game time.  We are 45% through the third quarter.  You may ask your child if their racecar in class is at or past the 45 yet on our racetrack.  This is how we keep track of our AR goals in class.
Math:  This week we continued learning how to multiply with regrouping.  We reviewed the steps of this as follows: 1.  Multiply the ones column.  2. Carry to the tens column if needed.  3. Multiply the tens column.  4.  Add the regrouped tens if needed.  We also added the hundreds column today and learned to follow the same set of steps for regrouping.  The students need to keep studying their multiplication facts.  So far we have two students who have passed all of their multiplication timed tests: Claire and Kane!  Way to go!  Next week we will start learning how to divide.  KEEP STUDYING FACTS! 
English:  This week we continued practicing for the NESA-Reading state test on the computer.  We have been stressing the importance of reading directions, reading carefully, looking back in stories for the answers, and making best guesses if the answer is unknown.  These are all good test taking skills that your child should apply to any test in any subject. The state test will be completed sometime during the testing window of March 26th-May 4th.  Please stress the importance to your child about always trying their best in school and having a positive attitude toward testing. We began learning about synonyms (same) and antonyms (opposites) at the end of the week.  We will continue working on these and add homonyms to our knowledge next week. 
Social Studies: In Social Studies we are continuing to learn about the Northeast region of the United States.  This week we reviewed the many different kinds of communication systems in the Northeast.  We reviewed the vocabulary and filled out another section on our study guide about the communication systems.  Please make sure your child is studying their vocabulary cards and sections completed on their study guide when they are assigned.  The Northeast region test will be coming up in about two weeks along with the map of the states test.
Science: This week in Science we reviewed Newton’s First Law of Motion: inertia.  We also learned about pressure.  We did an experiment on pressure and carrying a backpack full of books.  We carried a backpack with books with our hand using the straps on the backpack.  Next we tied a piece of string to the strap and carried the same backpack with books using our hand only now holding onto the string.  The students found it a lot harder to carry with the string and also complained of it hurting their hand after awhile.  We discussed how pressure is the pushing down on an area.  The pressure of the straps on the backpack was spread out on our hand whereas the pressure from the string was not spread out causing a certain area of our hand to hurt.  This is similar to walking on a flat surface barefoot versus walking on rocks barefoot.  We also filled out our study guide and reviewed vocabulary words in class.  Next week will be our test over Forces and Motion on Tuesday, February 7th, 2012.  Please make sure you are studying the vocabulary cards and study guide your child will be bringing home as this is a very difficult science test.
Reminders 
**SCIENCE TEST: Forces and Motion-Tuesday, February 7, 2012
**Canned Food Drive: 3rd graders collected 124 items!!  Awesome job 3rd graders!
**Have a great  3 day weekend!
