3rd Grade Weekly Letter
Dear Parent(s):									January 13th, 2012
Reading:  We have started the third quarter for Accelerated Reading.  Please remember to have your child read at least 15-30 minutes from their AR books each night if possible.  I understand that everyone has many activities going on but please encourage your child to do some reading from their book when they have free time instead of TV or video game time.  We have set third quarter goals and the students need to work toward them in and outside of school.
Math:  We are continuing to learn new multiplication facts each week.  The students have learned up to the sixes facts as of this week.  Each student has a set of flashcards for the 0’s-6’s facts that we made in math class.  These should be kept in the manila envelope and the yellow math folder.  In the yellow math folder, we have some stories or tricks for remembering some of the facts.  Please review both the flashcards and stories with your child each night.  Remember to be writing down the minutes your child studies and your initials on the blue Multiplication Olympics calendar.  These need returned on Monday.  Your child needs to focus on practicing the facts that they are doing for timed tests.  They should know which facts those are and should be writing them down in their planner.  Once they have those down then they may study the whole set of cards at night.  If you have any questions on multiplication, please feel free to call or write me a note in your child’s planner. 
English:  In English, we have continued to work out of our Language Arts textbook and workbook.  We continue to learn different parts of speech such as nouns, pronouns, adjectives, and verbs.  We are working on our writing skills.  We have begun writing up to two paragraphs on some lessons.  We are going to start practicing for the NESA-Reading state test on the computer each week.  We will be getting familiar with the different tools that are available to use on the computer based test as this is brand new for your third grader.  This state test will be completed sometime during the testing window of March 26th-May 4th.  Please stress the importance to your child about always trying their best in school and having a positive attitude toward testing.  
Social Studies: In Social Studies we are continuing to learn about the Northeast region of the United States.  This week we have been reviewing the climate, landforms, and history of the Northeast from first semester.  We will start reading and learning about living in the Northeast.  We will focus on the kinds of jobs and ways of living in the region next week.
Science: This week in Science we continued our outcome on force and motion.  We reviewed all vocabulary words.  We learned about gravity, weight, and friction.  We discussed what friction was and some ways to increase or reduce friction.  We discussed increase friction on icy roads and slick floors.  We learned ways to reduce friction using oil or grease with an example of a bicycle chain.  We also discussed ways to reduce friction on smooth surfaces.
Reminders 
**Please make sure your child is getting their homework done each night!  It is their responsibility as a third grader however they do need some guidance at home to get things completed.  Some students have had a very rough start to the 3rd quarter and have not been getting homework done or even bringing it back to school.  If this happens, I do write notes in their planner or make phone calls home so that you know about the incomplete homework.  Recesses have been taken away for some who continually do not get work done.  Next year in 4th grade, Saturday school is the consequence for incomplete homework.  So please start to build good homework habits with your child now!
**Please make sure your child is in school each day of the week.  I understand illnesses are sometimes unavoidable and I would want you to keep your child home in such a case.  However, please try to limit doctor’s appointments to after school hours if at all possible.  Also make sure your child is here on time so that they can be ready to start the day at 8:15.  Students should be in the classroom by 8:10 every day.  It is very important your child does not miss school as so much is lost if they are not in the classroom every day!  Thanks for your cooperation on these matters!  I appreciate all of your hard work and help at home!
