3rd Grade Weekly Letter
Dear Parent(s):									January 20th, 2012
Reading:  We have started the third quarter for Accelerated Reading.  Please remember to have your child read at least 15-30 minutes from their AR books each night if possible.  I understand that everyone has many activities going on but please encourage your child to do some reading from their book when they have free time instead of TV or video game time.  We are 30% through the third quarter.  You may ask your child if their racecar in class is at or past the 30 yet on our racetrack.  This is how we keep track of our AR goals in class.
Math:  We are continuing to learn new multiplication facts each week.  The students have learned up to the sevens facts as of this week.  Each student has a set of flashcards for the 0’s-7’s facts that we made in math class.  These should be kept in the manila envelope and the yellow math folder.  In the yellow math folder, we have some stories or tricks for remembering some of the facts.  Please review both the flashcards and stories with your child each night.  Remember to be writing down the minutes your child studies and your initials on the blue Multiplication Olympics calendar.  These need returned on Monday. Next week we will be introduced to the 8’s and 9’s facts.  We will then start working on two-three digit multiplication problems.  KEEP STUDYING FACTS! 
English:  This week we started practicing for the NESA-Reading state test on the computer.  We have been getting familiar with the different tools that are available to use on the computer based test as this is brand new for your third grader. I have also been stressing the importance of reading directions, reading carefully, looking back in stories for the answers, and making best guesses if the answer is unknown.  These are all good test taking skills that your child should apply to any test in any subject. This state test will be completed sometime during the testing window of March 26th-May 4th.  Please stress the importance to your child about always trying their best in school and having a positive attitude toward testing.  
Social Studies: In Social Studies we are continuing to learn about the Northeast region of the United States.  This week we started learning about the different jobs people have in the Northeast.  The main jobs we discussed are farming, fishing, factory workers, and businesses/banks.  The students added the following vocabulary words to their flashcards: retail, wholesale, factory, and finance.
Science: This week in Science we continued our outcome on force and motion.  We review vocabulary words by completing a quiz on the Promethean board in class.  Most students did well and we discussed how it is important to study these words when assigned.  We started learning about Sir Isaac Newton and his First Law of Motion.  The students learned the great contributions he made to science in the 1600’s.  We read about Newton’s First Law of Motion which is inertia.  The law states that “an object in motion will stay in motion and an object at rest will stay at rest unless acted upon by an unbalanced (outside) force.”  We will continue to learn about Newton’s First Law and be doing some experiments to demonstrate this law.
Reminders 
**Jan. 23-Jan.27: Last week to bring in canned food for the 1st Grade Food Drive!
**Have a great weekend!
