Curriculum Coordinating Council
Minutes of the November 2011 Meeting

The meeting of the CCC was called to order by Krista Eisenhauer at 4:00 P.M. on Wednesday, November 9th, 2011 in the ITV room.  Members present were Barb Bode, Krista Eisenhauer, Adam Patrick, Linda Grosserode, Melissa Heithoff, Steve Heithoff, Deb Jones, Heidi Rethmeier, Sue Vanis, and Lori Widger. 

 Deb Jones moved to approve the agenda.  Sue Vanis seconded.

 Steve Heithoff moved to approve the minutes.  Barb Bode seconded.

Old Business

The electronic books ordered for this school year are now working after several weeks of technical issues.  A comprehensive FACS class is using an Ebook with two students.  The textbook is online and they work at their own pace with worksheets and take tests online then submit their scores to Mrs. Bode.  This works well for self-motivated students.  

Appeal Process - Mr. Patrick discussed some recommendations for the appeal process.  He would like teachers to have a predetermined set of requirements for making up work so students are aware of them before it becomes necessary to appeal. He also wants to allow some flexibility for special cases.  

Junior High failing grades – Mrs. Bode and Mr. Patrick researched some credit recovery programs available and what other area schools are using.  Most available programs are for high school classes.  One option is the APEX program for students ages 13 and up. This program costs $125 a seat per year.  Some schools use this program as an alternative school program for students.  Others use it for accelerated students, credit recovery, or students with scheduling conflicts. Another option would be to use ANGEL to customize a program that the students could use over the summer for credit recovery.  The classroom teacher would have to develop and monitor the program.  Another program is COMPASS which uses MAP data and designs a course based on student data, but is very expensive.  The ESU is looking into purchasing it and trying to provide it at a lower cost to area schools.  These programs could also be used to help students who don’t meet NeSA standards.  These options will be compiled and presented to the Board along with suggested summer reading programs.

CCC member revisions - Updated copies of the CCC Policy were presented.  After much discussion it was determined that there are several versions of the policy that need to be reconciled and changes presented to the Board for approval.  Steve Heithoff and Krista Eisenhauer will get to together to determine the most current version and needed changes.

New parent member – The CCC has an opening for a new parent member and he/she could be a parent from either the elementary or JH/HS level.  Several names were proposed.  Mrs. Bode moved to contact Faye Kilday.  Sue Vanis seconded.  

New Business 

Summer reading/summer school program.  Several elementary teachers have expressed concerns about the loss of reading skills over the summer. They would like to see all 3rd grade students complete Reading Mastery 3.  If students get through RM 3 then they will be better prepared for the NeSA test. Research and data are showing a significant loss over the summer.  Previously, we offered a summer school for students who didn’t meet school standards.  This program was a highly recommended option for students but has been discontinued.  Mr. Dennis suggested a Parent’s Night where parents meet with someone about reading skills at the beginning of the summer and send information home with them.  Many felt a more proactive approach needed to be taken but more information was needed.  Elementary teachers will get together for further discussion and to gather information about the number of students, grades, times, and subjects of the program to present to the School Board.

Excused vs. unexcused absences – The current process for defining excused and unexcused absences was discussed as well as the current policy on make-up work.  The question was whether or not a student with an unexcused absence should receive the same rights to make-up work as a student with an excused absence.  Currently, the administration decides whether an absence is excused or unexcused but the report to the state of Nebraska doesn’t distinguish between the two, only the total number of absences is recorded.  Ms. Rethmeier will draft a proposed addition to the handbook on make-up work for unexcused absences.  

Linda Grosserode asked about weighted grades and whether or not it would be considered at EPS.  Some colleges and scholarships look for weighted classes.  Mrs. Bode stated that EPS had this in the past but the practice was discontinued due to various issues.  

Mr. Patrick mentioned that the State of Nebraska recently approved teacher and administration evaluation criteria.  These would provide a more common evaluation throughout the state and be more objective than each school having their own criteria.  Our current evaluation criteria are approved by the state, board, and administration.  Any changes would have to go through an approval process.

The next meeting is set for Wednesday, February 1, 2012 in the ITV room at 4:00 P.M.  

Lori Widger and Sue Vanis will bring snacks.

Linda Grosserode moved to adjourn.   Deb Jones seconded.

Submitted by Heidi Rethmeier for Sara Walsh, Secretary.
