Curriculum Coordinating Council
Minutes of the February 2012 Meeting

The meeting of the CCC was called to order by Krista Eisenhauer at 4:00 P.M. on Wednesday, February 1, 2012 in the ITV room.  Members present were Barb Bode, Krista Eisenhauer, Adam Patrick, Steve Dennis, Linda Grosserode, Faye Kilday, Steve Heithoff, Deb Jones, Heidi Rethmeier, Sue Vanis, and Lori Widger. 

 Deb Jones moved to approve the agenda.  Barb Bode seconded.

 Sue Vanis moved to approve the minutes.  Lori Widger seconded.

Old Business

Terms of CCC – Mr. Dennis distributed a copy of the updated CCC policy.  Changes were made to eliminate unnecessary wording and clearly define member terms.

A welcome was given to new parent member Faye Kilday.

Summer reading/school program – A parent survey will be developed this spring to inform parents that we are considering this program and want to see how many elementary parents would be interested in participating as well as the times and days that would work well.  The surveys may be distributed during Student Led Conferences for parents to complete.

School program – Barb Bode and Mr. Patrick participated in a webinar on a program called Odyssey Ware for grades 3-12.  The program is more expensive than Apex but very flexible and can be tailored to fit many needs including credit recovery and AP classes.  Pretests can be given for each unit so students can test out of part of the program.  The program has interactive lessons, tests, quizzes, and games and can be used any time of the year.  The program administrator can set the threshold for passing as well as add or modify material.  The courses are tied to Nebraska state standards.  A minimum of five licenses must be purchased at $1000 for each license each calendar year and an additional $2000 expense (one-time) for training. Mrs. Bode will investigate whether other schools charge for such programs or if the school absorbs the cost.  Apex is not as flexible since only one student can occupy a seat at a time until finished but is cheaper at $250 a seat. Discussion will continue at the next meeting. 

Excused/Unexcused Absences – Heidi Rethmeier proposed some additional wording to the handbook concerning credit for work for unexcused absences.  After some suggestions she will work with Mr. Patrick to make revisions to present at the next meeting.  Handbook revisions must be ready by the May School Board meeting.


New Business 

A draft 2012-2013 school calendar was presented.  Mr. Dennis is asking for feedback.  We discussed moving the teacher work day to Jan 4th and extending the school year to May 22nd.  This may require reevaluating the graduation date and Board policy on releasing seniors early.

Read to Achieve Program – Mr. Patrick introduced the Read to Achieve program which would supplement the AR program for Junior High.  This program uses direct instruction to teach strategies that students can use to read and understand textbooks.  Students would start with the Read to Achieve textbook then use their subject textbooks for further instruction.  Another program exists that is on-line but is more expensive.  It is designed to run for 125 days so there is some flexibility about when it could be offered.  The entire program would cost about $1500 for the teacher textbook, student textbooks, and workbooks.

Schoolwide Title I Review Application – A committee is currently rewriting our application for the school wide K-12 Title I program.  We receive about $50,000 for Title I funding and a portion goes to the local parochial schools.  Our work currently concentrates on the elementary level even though we are a school wide K-12 Title I school.  The school wide status allows us to serve wherever the district feels there is a need.

District’s Mission Statement Review – The official mission statement for EPS must be reviewed annually.  The statement currently consists of two long sentences that many felt could be condensed to one.  Steve Heithoff asked that members think about changes and bring any suggestions to the next CCC meeting.  All other staff members will be asked for input at the next staff meeting.

The next meeting is set for Wednesday, April 4, 2012 in the ITV room at 4:00 P.M.  

 Adam Patrick and Barb Bode will bring snacks.

Heidi Rethmeier moved to adjourn.   Adam Patrick seconded.

Submitted by Heidi Rethmeier for Sara Walsh, Secretary.
